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Overview

I wonder what the paperwork looked like for a battlefield promotion, even if the seniors remembered to take care of it.
What did the average GI do with “paperwork” that was received in the field? While on liberty or on a pass etc.? Not to mention while on board a transport ship etc.
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My first impression is that the documents got crumpled or hastily folded and stuff in a jacket pocket or in side the shirt or jacket and left for some time. It is certain that there were those like “Goofus” who didn’t keep anything let alone keeping it neat. Perhaps with battle there wasn’t time and the urging to stay alive outweighed the need to keep up with office stuff.

Maybe personal items (letters from home, photo from liberty etc.) trumped US Army documents. Also I figure that the kind of things that I carry around in my pockets or wallet are the kinds of things that the GI would keep. Receipts, ticket stubs, business cards, photos etc.
Write phone numbers, addresses and other notes on the cards etc. Just like you do in your daily life … any paper when you need to write something down. Make the items look like they have been used for a while … the impression may be a point in time, but it should include how you arrived at the point … Induction, Training, Traveling across the pond in a transport, waiting in Hawaii, Britain, etc. There are lots of possible things you could carry to validate your travel up to the point that you are working on. I try to include a current set of orders or a pass for the specific event. E.g. Orders to “Waxahachie for WWII weekend”. A pass for the museum opening and public battle …. Make it fit the event.
There are many web sites that have PDFs or other files to print documents that mimic the WWII items. I have several and have made a few of my own.
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Carry a fountain pen or a period pencil. Use them for your daily work. A “Bic” or other  modern ball point pen can be just as big a blotch as a designer watches or the wrong sun glasses!

Sign your documents. Use different pens, change ink color … there seemed to be lots of blue ink in WWII … black and maybe others. Use wider nibs and change the stroke for different items. You can also get others to sign some etc. Vary the angle, shapes etc. My hand writing tends to be similar, but I try to make it varied.

Time Line

I made a list of dates for my impression. DOB, Induction, Boot camp, Division Training, Transport to Europe, etc. Also the list contains dates for letters etc. to keep track o things and to try to make it fit and to be believable. Just a bunch of items with no correlation does not make sense. I suppose that the list is a way to keep my “lies” I mean story straight.
Info in Documents

Find an old typewriter and possibly even one that “dings” at the and of the line (one of mine needs the bell fixed). Typing most of the official documents: IDs, Pay Book, Passes. As you type it is OK to make mistakes … looking at vintage documents there were typoes and corrections … misalignments and typing over the printed text. All those things look natural. Smudged signatures, scratches all the things that could happen should happen. I think the warranty verbiage for the type of things is “normal wear and tear” or obliquely “reasonable and customary.”
Some of the documents are:

Business Cards – Clubs, USO, Hotels, Restaurants


Tickets – Bus, Train, Theater …


IDs, Passes, Immunization Records


Invasion Currency


Liberty Maps … Rome, Paris, Honolulu … pick your Theater.


Tourist guides, Receipts


Foreign Language Guide – French, German, Italian, Japanese ….

	ATSF  RR
	From
Norway Iowa

To
Brooklyn NY

Date
January 2nd, 1941

            ONE WAY




Print the train ticket and tear off the right (blank) side.

Visit the art supply stores and look at the pens, inks and papers. I found newsprint in 9”x12” and a child’s Activity Pad with several weights and colors of paper to work from. Even if some aren’t used, you will have options other than plain white 20# copy paper.

	The Excelsior

((((((((((((
Fine Hotel

Crasswell St

PORTSMOUTH
	Your Home

Away From

Home

Clean

Delightful

Yanks

Welcome


Letters

In a recent Living History Event for WWII, the Sgt. Called the platoon to attention, barked out some orders and held mail call … he passed out several letters to folks, just like I remember it. It was a neat addition to the impression.

I write my own letters, although I have not landed on a satisfactory paper that looks period, although that may be a whole controversy in itself. See Appendix A for a few letter ideas.  I usually use plain copy paper. I figure that aging paper for a first person impression is kind of backwards. If it were 1942 the paper would be new … isn’t that my impression? There are some items that are worn, therefore aged … the things that I would have been carrying for a long time. I expect that I will figure a way to get them dirty or stained and make them look like the have been in my pockets through many a battle and miles of walking etc. Rough and torn etc. The way things get when they have been around a while.

Punch out or cut out the numbers on the Transport Assignment Card and the train tickets etc. Some cards may have had the corners designed to cut off e.g. 4 free events etc. Make the documents look used … and you can tear off more corners or make more punches and get paid at each event providing a progression to your impression.

V-Mail

Letters were bulky and took a back seat to supplies being shipped. Victory Mail were letters written on a special form and reduce onto 16MM film and shipping about 3000 pounds of mail only weight about 150 pounds on film. The film was printed onto photo paper of about 4” x 5” and delivered to the troops.

I created a spreadsheet for a V-Mail blank. I print the blank, hand write a letter and smudge it up a bit then reduce it 50% on a copy machine making sure to add a shadow or the like.

Newspaper Articles
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Print a special edition of Stars and Stripes for events that I conduct. You could work out something for your impression or for your family from the home town news.
Local Scottsdale Lad Makes Big in Europe
Don’t forget to print something on the back of the article like a real newspaper would be. I am working on what to do in order to screen a photo so that it looks like it was printed on a letter press … i.e. old news paper printing. Screening is all those varying sized dots in a printed photo that makes your eye see a continuous hue image.
Look at period newpapers and mimic the style … what kind of head lines, what fonts were used, how were sub-headings used, how were by lines and cut lines used.

Use columns and the full justification. Most papers used a font very similar to “Times New Roman” for the news. For Stars and Strips in WWI I choose Arial for the headings. The headings in WWII were Bodoni MT. The mastheads changed to. A line should be used between columns, most word processors let you make these settings.

I am developing templates for Stars and Stripes. (Soon to come after OCT 2009)
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I expect that I will soon make copies of a Stars and Stripes onto new print and use that for my impression. I can hardly stand to see my originals crack or to get folded. I make a full-size copy of an entire issue onto standard white paper, then use that copy for all of my other needs – copies, scanning, reading etc.

What To Do With the Documents

Now a fly in the ointment. How do you use these items in your impression? Hum!

- Present your ID to the MPs … surprise them … one MP asked for a pay off, enter the invasion currency!


- Try to pass your invasion currency with a vendor … playfully. Give the invasion currency away to friends, maybe they will pickup the concept for next time.


- When I develop an event, convoy etc. I try to include documents … add a Pay Book and a pay day … then require the folks to gain more money or use it to buy lunch or it could be the “ticket” for a door prize drawing or a gift exchange! E.g. everyone brings a WWII item for trade ….


- When talking with folks, try to include your pile of items. The GI was supposed to keep his ID in his left shirt pocket. I keep the receipts, cards, money etc. in the ID and Pay Book. Then whatever I need to look at all of it comes out. Oh yeah, keep my letters from home and maybe a photo in the bundle too. Kind of a substitute wallet. This bundle stays together and does not interfere with my wallet. Myself daily I carry a dark brown leather wallet that looks period. It is entirely possible to have an impression wallet that has all the period paper ready to go.


- Most war movies show the young GI being covered with a blanket and the medic or best friend pulls a half finished letter home or a family photo from a jacket pocket … use that!


- A paper back of newspaper sticking out of the shirt or from a pocket might have been a real sight to see in a garrison or street environment.
All of these items can be used on your person or in your display (at the tent, with you vehicle, etc.) Make several sets or have some for various locations.

When I expect to see someone at an event, I make a V-Mail or letter written to them. When I see them, I say “I got you mail by mistake.” or “I picked this up for you at division.” Use these items in mail call for your platoon. Why not hand out GI forms and other such items … passes, promotions or pay material. I work for a government agency and get lots of routine clerical paperwork form time to time. There is certainly paper work that you could add to the company formation that would enrich things.

Choose a theme for the letters that you write. I try to have at least one “Dear John” letter in every batch. Have fun … make it interesting. Make a few “Dear Honey” and “Dear Son” letters. Use letters from a friend, pastor etc. Include photos, or news articles, all of the things that you had seen, heard of or received yourself and gauged for 1940 something! A copy of an old newspaper made on cheap newspaper type paper and torn on the edges and folded in an odd way makes it look believable. Coffee to strain the paper brown etc. (see “how to make old looking documents.doc”)
I use names from my experience and mix or match first, middle and last to fit a situation. Some are more creative than others and you can be more specific if you know who you are writing to. I would think that if I were a re-enactment unit CO, I would have my XO and platoon leaders writing several letters for there charges and get them used to the work and spread the work amongst your staff. Delegate. Train them to be leaders and use there variability to add to everyone’s perceptions of your events.

To venture a metaphor … consider the movie “Jurassic Park”. In a scene that is full of steaming volcanoes and huge tropical plants, the director takes the time to add a little “lizard-asaur” on a branch with its tongue testing the air … it was an extra step that helps add to getting into the character of the scene and the movie. Similarly adding mail call and other documents to your events will set the mode. 

I have not advance far from the writing of the letters, but the envelopes and sensor marks etc. are the next step. I will leave that for a future article or leave it with enough said. Start somewhere and add to it as you go.

Improvise, adapt, over come. Practice! You do not have to carry the same stuff forever. If you discover a new method or better item, change. If you started out with a reproduction canteen and found a good vintage canteen you would change. Same goes with you paperwork. Paperwork changed over time as the GI progressed through the war anyway … you should be no different. Alos encourage others to to keep what you give them ….
Orders

The use of typed orders is rampant in the military. Find typed orders in books, on the Internet, on e-bay etc. Use them as a guide to type your own. I make US Army letter head or just type on plain paper. The format is the key and only use Courier or a similar typewriter font if you use a computer. As said before typos or redo’s and misalignments are normal. There may have been some General’s Aide somewhere screaming at a clerk for adding one too many underscores or not getting something centered, those things did happen. Even Overlord discussions for the Normandy invasion had some variance and un-edited look to it. The writing is very third person and you can be verbose or terse depending on what you are trying to get out of the order. Charles Varner, former MVPA president has a great knack for writing long and impressive orders. Find a few authentic orders and grow from there. I think that if I post this on my web page like I suspect that I will there will be a couple of example files that I have used. Take a look at  appendix E.
I like to add participants by name in orders if I can … being personal in our hobby is not bad, and individuals were mentioned in orders from time to time, not just Dog Company this and 36th Division that ….

Some units give after action reports for their event. Some of these are excellent examples of Army-ease and may spark your orders and reports with new life. You do not have to be flamboyant, but taking the time and making the effort will pay off in the overall success of your impression and your events.

Here is a snippet from an Overlord report that was changed for a convoy:

OPERATION STEADFAST

    TOP SECRET

    Copy No.1.

15th Oct, 1944

1 st Trans Bde

To: 1 st Trans Bde.

INFM

1. Enemy

None expected over the entirety of the exercise. Due caution should be exercised in any case.

2.
OWN Tps.
Use available trucks, recon vehicles as necessary. Provide vehicle for own troops and observers. Contact Bde commander with deficiencies for alternatives.
. . .







(Sgd) T.W. ESSARY

SMITH,

15th OCT 1944.
I use 3 or 4 old typewriter fonts for Windows. There are several for Mac. I searched the Internet to find some of these, others from a typewriter web site. The most complete is Remington Noiseless from: 
site.xavier.edu/POLT/TYPEWRITERS/tw-faq.html
I bought a 1939-1940 Royal Portable typewriter on EBay. It was used by a reporter prior to WWII and he used it as a Marine. I hope to have many happy hours making GI documents for re-enactors etc.

Reading Material

I don’t need to say much here, but it seems to fit in the article. Adding period novels, newspapers and comics etc. to you kit will go a long ways to enhance your impression. You have spent hours getting your uniform, web gear and weapon perfect, round out things with books too. No I don’t have a PDF for your to print a “dime novel” Ha! Ha!
Clerical Impression

There are some re-enactors whose impression is clerk or photographer and they include making IDs and passes in there impression. This can be what you do, or you can make a few documents for yourself from time to time. The folks who set up a company HQ with [image: image7.jpg]


field desk, old Royal typewriter and lots of paperwork in bins etc. make the CP look great. Not to mention if he can get some ID or Passes typed up with and get your impression moved along just as it would have been done in theater. Maybe you can encourage someone in your unit to take this up. A finger print station and getting your photo correct for your ID might be the hardest part of the task.

The company clerk is a valuable agent to hale goodwill to the public at an event. If there can be a person to talk to in the headquarters tent they can talk about all of the paperwork needed to keep a company going. See appendix B for a partial list of reprodicton paper work. Appendix C is a list of posible equipent you could use.
Use “Lock and Stick” or “Dab n’ Seal” for envolope flaps.
Matchbooks

See the authors article “Matchbooks - How To.doc”.

[image: image1.png]



Appendix A – Sample Letters
April 12, 1941
Dearest Son,

Pa an I are doin well. Prayin that you are also. The whole town is excited about your trip across the US in May. That was not a national secret, was it?


The wild flowers are blooming and the farm stock are having their young. Wish you could be here


Let us know how you are doing.

Love,

Your Ma
March 30, 1942
Dear Sonny,

You are missed around here. Your sister got married a few weeks ago and you would have been handy to help her figure out how to untie all the junk that was on the back of the “get away” car. You probably would have been the one that tied the cans and buckets on there anyway.


Missy Cavanaugh said to tell you hi! So Hi! Is she sweet on you? Your dad gets all giggly when she is around, I need to pray hard for that man.


School will be out an summer crops will be in full gear. I hope that dad and the others can keep the steam pumping in the tractors.


Your last letter had a great picture of you and your buddies. Which one was you? All those sharp uniforms make you all look alike. I cried when I saw it, you boys look so handsome.


Stay safe, everyone here sends you love.


Love you,


Mother
March 15, Nineteen and Forty Three
To The General of the Army:

Son, you are the greatest. I wish your grand pappy could see you now. He is turning over in his grave over there, you make us all proud.

Not much going on here, still shortages on everything, we are making it great since we did not start with much in the first place. Not like we live in a huge house and have lots of stuff to keep us busy like the mayor in his fancy pants house. Your ma would smack my ears if she read this … don’t bring this letter home so she can’t get mad at me later on.

Stay away from the fast girls out there while you are touring America. Wish I was young again and could find my way to the Army. I miss being in uniform, but with the bullet lodged in my hip from France I probably could not get my boots pulled up the way the old sarge wants them.

Keep your shave close and an eye on the horizon for injuns! Ha ha.

Love you son,

Dad
To my dearest and bravest


I miss you every hour and fall asleep with you in my burning thoughts. I can not express how you are missed. Every since we kissed at the train depot when you left after your Christmas trip back home I can not say in word how I feel.


We should have gotten married then and every other time that you were home. I did not really understand what it meant to be apart and now I cannot live or bear to not live without you.


My every breath is hoping that you are safe and doing well. I do a Rosary for you every day when I awake and before I fall asleep at night. You make my days long as I long for you to get back home and out of the danged old army, what did the government ever have against us that he would make you stay away from me so long. It aint fair I tell you, it just aint fair.


I love you so much, kisses and hugs for you in this letter.


Get out of the army and ketch the nex train that you see.


Get home to me.


Love and tears missing you,


Helen Anne Burch
Dear Dirty Rotten Scoundrel
You have had too many chances with my heart and I wll not stand for it any more. Your friends all came home after being over there and what did you do, you came home for a few days and now you are gone again and to who knows where, I certainly don’t know.

I see your mother and father at church and I know that she is just crying her eyes out that you have left her just like you left me.

I am not waiting on you to be my beau any more … you aint worth it. I can find me another boy that is here and not running topsy turvy all over the country like a silly goose. Someone who can stay home at night and buy me sweet things and take care of me. Not a letter once every I can’t tell you when I got the last one.

I have spent too much time on this letter now, I should have just torn it up like you have done to my heart and not even said a word to you. SO there. Huh!

Not in love with you anymore,

Margaret Leigh Stitem

Appendix B – GI Paperwork
Last Will and Testement

Motor Vehicle Operators Permit

Hit Kit

Letterhead (Company, Army etc.)

Western Union Message Blank

Western Union Message Envelope

National Service Live Insurance Application

V-Mail forms and envelopes

MP trip Report

MP Violation Report

MP Provisional Military Pass

Qualification for Expert Infantry Badge (EIB)

Record of the Soldier

Driver’s Report-Accident

Clothing Record

Company Mornign Report

Soldiers Individual Pay Records

Authorization For Allotment of Pay

Statement of Charges

Memorandum of Reciept

Immunization Register

Unsatisfactory Equipment Report

Report of Invesigation

Prisioner of War Card

EM Class “A” Pass

EM Temporary Pass

Field Manuals …..

Make Your Own:

Orders

Standard Signal Instructions

Standard Operation Instructions

Duty Rosters

Office of the Day Folder

Service Record Folders

Appendix C – Clerk Equipenmt

Have a Good Ash Tray and Use It

Make a Check List and Use It

Scissors

Date Stamp

Number Stamp

Classification Stamps (Unclassified, Confidentital etc., For Official Use Only …)

Ink Pads (Red, Blue, Black)
Fountain Pens

Fountain Ink

Paper, Typing
Paper, Carbon

Paper, Copies (Onion Skin, Flimsy, etc.)

Paper, Newsprint

Envelopes

Postage

Map Pencils

Pencils

Glue Can/Bottle

Paper Clips

Paper Clips Container

Desk, Field

Table

Typewriter

Chairs

Lamp, Kerosene

Appendix D – Internet References

home.comcast.net/~ww2repro/pwlist.html

See FREE Stiff for Invasion Currency


Buy single items or bundles for Officer, EM, British etc.

http://www.hardscrabblefarm.com/ww2/index.htm Lots of WWII Re-enacting pages.

Administration Section – Paperwork - www.hardscrabblefarm.com/ww2/paperwork.htm

www.90thidpg.us/Equipment/Downloads/index.html
alliedworkshops.com

groups.yahoo.com/group/wwiifreepaperwork

Free War Related Paperwork 

site.xavier.edu/POLT/TYPEWRITERS/tw-faq.html

Old Typewriter help and font for PCs.

Appendix E – Orders
OPERATION CONTENENTAL

 TOP SECRET

Copy No.1.

25th Feb, 1919

1 st Trans Bde
To: 1 st Trans Bde.

INFM

2. Enemy
None expected over the entirety of the exercise. Due caution should be exercised in any case.

2.
OWN Tps.
Use available trucks, recon vehicles as necessary. Provide vehicle for own troops and observers. Contact Bde commander with deficiencies for alternatives.

3.
Ground.
See available maps, air ph and models.

INTENTION
4. Your task is to complete a 100+ mile trek using all possible combinations of transportation. Prove or disprove state of readiness for Bde equipment for long range cross country supply, recon and troop movement.

METHOD.

5. Composition of force

(a) ESSARY, Tom – 1943 Ford GPW “Toby”,

passengers 1

(b) HERSHBERGER, Gary
- ?

(c) MORRIS, Andy
- Rolls Champ, MP

(d) MCCARTY, Chuck – Willys? Jeep “Chuck’s Wagon”, MP

(e) HILL, Tom – Jeep

6. March
(a) Depart Centennial Park, 900 E Glendale St., CROWLEY, TX NLT 0800 on 02 MAY 1919.

- 2 -
OPERATION CONTENENTAL

 TOP SECRET

Copy No.1.

25th Feb, 1919

(b) Depart city on HWY 1187 at safe speed of slowest vehicle.

(c) Progress to GODELY, TX, Cleburne State Park, NEMO, TX, GLEN ROSE, TX, BRAZOS POINT, TX and return to point of departure.

(d) Noon meal will be at a location to be determined and will be in GLEN ROSE, TX.

(e) Evening meal will be in CROWLEY, TX or BURLESON, TX to be determined. This part of the exercise will be optional, but the Bde CO would strongly advise your presence.

7. Patrolling.

As you progress be keenly aware of your surroundings and note any serene sightings to recall later when relaxing.

8. Relief.

It is estimated that your relief will NOT be available. This is a stand alone exercise.







(Sgd) T.W. ESSARY

 Corporal

SMITH,

25th FEB 1919.

36th Infantry Division

141st Inf. Regiment

1st Battalion

Baker Company
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UNITED STATES ARMY




“Remember the Alamo”

For Official

Use Only
Copy 1 of 1

14 SEP 1944

Orders for: Pvt Essary, Tom ASN 37780539
Proceed to Waxahachie, Texas U.S. of A. with Baker Company, 1/141 IR 36 ID for the weekend of 07 NOV 1944.

Purpose:

A. Support of the military and civilian population as needed by LtCol P. Bornikowski and other Allied units as needed.

B. Provide transportation as a jeep driver assigned to USA 20533073.

C. Meet Gen. Patton’s convoy in Granview, TX U.S. of A not later than 0800 on 07 NOV 1944 for military convoy to destination.

D. Provide civilian contact with U.S. Army personnel in the highest tradition and pride of the U.S. Army.

E. Act on own cognizance for the duration of the period or as directed by higher authority.

Cancellation of Orders


These orders will be considered expired and defunct after the date listed above.







(Sgd) CASE, H. A.

Captain USA

SMITH,

14th SEP 1944
Tom Essary

6

